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U-Multirank 2020 

Specification of programmes and degrees included 

 

This text specifies the range of programmes that can be included in U-Multirank and further defines 

the subjects of the 2020 edition. Both are based on the UNESCO ISCED classification of programmes 

and subjects as closely as possible. 

 

I. Degree Programmes 

U-Multirank includes all programmes that are equivalent to ISCED classification 6 and 7:  

 Bachelor and equivalent (ISCED 6) 

 Master and equivalent (ISECED 7) 

Hence included are also: 

 First degrees equivalent to a Bachelor (up to 4 years duration) 

 Undivided long first degrees equivalent to a Master (5 + years) 

Not included are: 

 Short degrees equivalent to ISCED 5 (e.g. Foundation degrees or associate degrees) 

 Graduate certificates/diplomas 

 PhD programmes (ISCED 8) 

For reasons of comparability, we do not include: 

 Programmes of teacher education 

 Genuine distance-learning programmes 

 

 

  



2 
 

II. Specification of Subjects 

 
Our definitions and delineations of the field refer to the UNESCO  ISCED-F 2013 Classification of Fields 

of Education and Training as far as possible. For your information, the classification of fields is attached 

as Annex I. The full document can be found here. 

 

The 2020 subject rankings will focus on social sciences, the humanities, and – for the first time – earth 

sciences. In the upcoming data collection, some 2017 and 2018 subjects (e.g. sociology, political 

science, business studies and economics) will be updated. In addition, a number of new subjects will 

be added. The 2020 data collection includes: 

 Business Studies (update) 

 Economics (update) 

 Sociology (update) 

 Political Science (update) 

 Educational Studies (update) 

 International Law (new) 

 Social Geography (new) 

 History (update) 

 Linguistics (new) 

 Earth sciences /geology (new) 

 
General note on interdisciplinary programmes 

Interdisciplinary or broad programmes and qualifications are those which combine two or more fields 

of education and training with no single field dominating. Many interdisciplinary programmes and 

qualifications cover several narrow or even broad fields (in terms of ISCED-F 2013). 

In our understanding, the ‘leading subject rule’ is used to determine the field to which the inter-

disciplinary study programme should be assigned. 

To give an example: if a programme consists of 60% history, 20% sociology and 20% philosophy, it 

should be classified as history as this is the dominant subject. 

If there is no leading subject (e.g. 50% chemistry and 50% environmental science), the decision to 

include the programmes into one of the 10 U-Multirank 2020 fields is left to the institution. 

In the data collection for U-Multirank you can mark if fields are interdisciplinary. 

 

 

1. Business Studies & Management 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to the narrow field “041 Business and administration” of 

ISCED-F 2013. The following detailed fields can be included:  

 0411 Accounting and taxation 

 0412 Finance, banking and insurance 

 0413 Management and administration 

 0414 Marketing and advertising 

 Logistics  

 Management, incl. sectoral management (e.g. Tourism management) 

Not to be included: 

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/international-standard-classification-of-education-fields-of-education-and-training-2013-detailed-field-descriptions-2015-en.pdf
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 Engineering degrees (e.g. Business engineering) 

 Business informatics  

 

2. Economics 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to detailed field “0311 Economics” of ISCED-F 2013 

classification. 

 

Note on business studies and economics: 

Programmes integrating both business studies and economics (sometimes labelled “Business 

economics”) can either be assigned to one of the fields by institutions (based on their main focus 

according to our remarks on interdisciplinary programmes on most common majors etc.) or can be 

included in both subject rankings (with identical data). In the latter case, data have to be delivered only 

once; we will copy them to the second field. 

 

3. Sociology 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0314 Sociology and cultural studies” of 

the ISCED classification. Our definition covers both general programmes in Sociology and 

specialised programmes (as e.g. “Family sociology”, “Sociology of work” etc.) 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Cultural studies  

 Social anthropology 

 Gender studies 

 Other social science programmes according to the rules of interdisciplinary programmes (see 

above) 

Not to be included are: 

 Political sciences (see 4) 

 Social work (covered in another year) 

 

4. Political Sciences 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0312 Political sciences and civics” of the 

ISCED classification. 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Human rights 

 International relations 

 Peace and conflict studies 

 Political history 

 Public policy studies 

 Public administration  
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 Other social sciences programmes according to the rules of interdisciplinary programmes 

(see above) 

Not to be included are: 

 Sociology programmes (see 3) 

 

 

Note on political sciences and sociology: interdisciplinary programmes combining those two subjects 

should be assigned according to our remark on interdisciplinary programmes (see above). 

 

 

 

5. Educational Sciences 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0111 Education science” of the ISCED 

classification. 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Educational assessment, testing and measurement 

 Educational evaluation and research 

 Pedagogical sciences 

Please note: Educational sciences refers to education as a field of study. It does not refer to 

teaching and education at your university in general. 

Due to a lack in international comparability, teacher training programmes (assigned to the 

following IECED detailed fields) will not be included:  

 0112 Training for pre-school teachers 

 0113 Teacher training without subject specialisation 

 0114 Teacher training with subject specialisation 

 

6. International Law 

The 2020 edition of U-Multirank will for the first time include International Law. As general law 

education (including training of lawyers, judges etc.) has a strong national focus on national law 

systems and legislation, international comparisons of study programmes are not meaningful. 

Hence, we will only cover the sub-field of “International law”. 

The ISCED classification does not provide a definition and delineation of this field. In common 

understanding, international law deals with relations between nations and states also known as 

law of nations, and is divided into public international law, private international law and 

supranational law. International law deals with the legal interactions between nations, 

companies, or governments, assuring their proper rights. 

Only study programmes that fit into this definition can be included. 
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Not to be included are: 

 Study programmes qualifying for regulated national law professions 

 Programmes on sociology and history of law 

 

7. Social Geography  

To extend the scope of U-Multirank subject rankings referring to earth science will be introduced in 

2010.  This broad field will be divided into social geography and physical earth sciences (see under 

10). 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0314 Social geography” of the ISCED 

classification. 

In case programmes are combining social science and physical science perspectives, they should be 

assigned in line to our remark on interdisciplinary programmes (see above) 

 

8. History 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0222 History and Archaeology” of the 

ISCED classification, but excluding (for reasons of comparability) archaeology. 

It is possible to include both general history programmes and specialised programmes. 

 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Cultural history 

 History 

 History of medicine 

 History of science and ideas 

 History of technology 

 

Not to be included are: 

 Arts history /history of arts (incl. music, literature) 

 Studies of classical languages (e.g. Latin) 

 

9. Linguistics 

 

In our definition, linguistics is the scientific study of language and its structure, including the study 

of grammar, syntax, and phonetics. Specific branches of linguistics include sociolinguistics, 

dialectology, psycholinguistics, computational linguistics, comparative linguistics, and structural 

linguistics. 

 

Our definition does not include  
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 Literature programmes, neither general literature, nor language /region specific literature 

programmes (such as French literature, African literature), 

 Teaching particular languages as a foreign language 

 Programmes of language teacher education 

 

 

10. Earth Sciences / Geology 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0532 Earth sciences” of the ISCED 

classification. 

 

Programmes and qualifications with the following main content are classified here: 

 Climate research 

 Geodes 

 Physical Geography  

 Geology 

 Geomatics 

 Geospatial technology 

 Meteorology 

 Oceanography 

 Seismology 

 

Exclusions: 

 Social  geography  is  excluded  from  this  detailed  field  and  included  as a separate 

subject (see 7; social geography is defined as a part of the ISCED narrow field 0314 

‘Sociology and cultural studies’.  

 Soil science is excluded from this detailed field and not included into U-Multirank. 
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